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THE ANTIDOTE TO CONVERSION EFFORTS. 


ALL moralists, Jews and Christians, warn us not to triumph over 
a fallen enemy. Christianity expresses the prohibition in a rather 
rigor form;' and Judaism more plainly, in the words, 
‘* When thy enemy falls, be not glad; and when he stumbles, let 
not thy heart rejoice.”* There is something so mean and so 
cowardly in rejoicing over the fall of an opponent, that in calmer 
ait when the storm of our passions is lulled, we are our- 
to which flesh is heir, that we do rejoice, more or less, at the 
discomfiture of a fallen antagonist. Most people will laugh at 
seeing a gprs tumbling down ; and though they may after that 
hurry to his assistance, and ask him if he did not hurt himself, 
yet, stramge to say, their first impression is laughter. But like 
the shrewd Beruriah, wife of Rabbi Meyer, who cursed sin and 
not the sinner, so may all moralists permit us to rejoice over a 
fallen cause, but not over the party which embraced it. Indeed, 
it would be unnatural to forbid man enjoying to the fullest extent 
the triumph of virtue over vice; though it would be condemned, 
as vindictive, to laugh and sneer at the person who suffers punish- 
ment for the offence committed. 


If the Jewish Chronicle, therefore, gives vent to a feeling of | 


joy at the discomfiture which, we understand, on good authority, 
prevails in the camp of the conversionists at Palestine-place, we 
may be excused by the strictest moralists on the principle just 
mentioned ; for we triumph not over the fall of conversionists, but 
of conversion. 

The resignation of Dr. M‘Caul as principal of the Conversion 
College—the schoo! for educating conversion missionaries—has 
inflicted, as we predicted, a heavy blow on the society. To Dr. 
M‘Caul that society owes the position which it has lately held. 
It was he who rstood how to turn the most trivial points to 
advantage ; and although there is in everything he published more 
display than sound learning, and though it qill be found on close 
examination to be all quackery, yet he has practised in that society 
for man as a most skilful quack ; and what with his know- 
ledge of he thocign Jews, among whom he lived for a long period, 
and what with his natural emiability and bonhomie, he was a 
man emineutly calculated to fabricate the “ mixture” of and 
wormwood. Whoever has read his numerous writings will dis- 
cover that they consist of such a mixture—a few drops of “ love 


‘ « But I say unto you, Love your enemies,” etc.— Matthew iv. 44. 
3 Proverbs xxiv. 17. 


for the Jews” in a spoonful of “ Jewish bigotry and fanaticism ;” 


_ a few drops of ‘‘ compassion for the seed of Abraham,” and bitter 


_ draughts of “ the Rabbies’ lies and impositions.”’ 


That the loss 


| of such an actor on the conversion stage will make the lessees 
_ reduce the prices, and perhaps compel them to shut up the house, 


ho one can be surprised at. 
_ we are told by some of their own party, is in a state of dissolu- 


conceal their inward 


‘the 


Indeed, the Conversion College, as 


tion. The missionary apprentices were particularly fond of Dr. 
M‘Caul; and he alone understood how to ‘turn out” master 
missionaries. In the rest of the Palestine staff the converts have 


_ no confidence; they lack the tact and the knowledge possessed 


by Dr. M‘Caul; they are ignorant, and do not understand how to 
atred of the Jews. 

The cause which has led to Dr. M‘Caul's retirement is, as we 
have before stated, his dissatisfaction at the harsh treatment of 
Jewish “ inquirers and converts.” And this very withdrawal from 
a field in which he has laboured for twenty-five years, with un- 
remitting zeel and unparalleled assiduity, affords mstruction to 
ing Christian; shewing, as it does, a cause founded 
upon falsehood and hypocrisy. such as that of the Conversion So- 
ciety is, all the talent and all the influence, the most ingenious 


contrivances and the most artfully-masked puffs cannot maintain. 


The very man who raised the ephemeral structure of the “ Lon- 
don Society” has found himself entangled in it, and lest he should 
meet with the fate of the unhappy fly in the cobweb, he extricates 
himself therefrom whilst he can do so with honour. 

The injurious tendencies of the conversion scheme, both in a 
religious and political view, have so frequently been expatiated on 
by us, that we need not reiterate them now. e formidable oppo- 
sition in Parliament to the admission of a Jew, both in the Com- 
mons and in the Lords, partly emanates direct from the Conversion 
Society, and is partly supported by the principles and spirit of 
conversion, The relentless Sir Robert Inglis backs his bigotry 
by the philanthropic Lord Ashley, and the saint, Plumptre, leans on 
the shoulders of Spooner and Newdegate, all conversion-mongers ; 
whilst the learned ‘‘ Law” brings his sophistry to bear upon the 
question, and urges his relative, Lord Ellenborough, to play the 
conversion agent in the Lords. They protest against un-Christ- 
ianising the British legislature by the admission of a Jew, and 
would rather un-Judaise Baron Rothschild and his brethren by 
the “ London Society for Promoting Christianity amongst the 
Jews.” 

Thus our political advancement is retarded by the spirit of 
conversion. As to our religious prosperity, though we can afford 


to lose many of those Jews who are apostatised by the society, — 


yet we are bound to admit that great mischief is done by them on 
the Continent, and particularly in Jerusalem, as we shewed in a 
recent aumber. And, even in England, the Jewish heart bleeds at 
the sight of those poor and innocent children who are brought up to 

ctise falsehood and imposition, and who are paraded forth at the 
Dancter Hall puppet-shows, where the sacred hymns and melodies 
of the ancient Hebrews are prostituted to fill the plates at the 


the mother being too poor to satisfy their ambitious cravings. No 


[aes for hungry missionaries and mercenary sons of the church, 
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one in whose veins flows Jewish blood can behold these helpless 
children, these tools in the hands of cunning hirelings, without 
deep sorrow and lamentation. And does it not behove the Jews 
of England, as a body, to unite all their efforts for suppressing a 
scheme founded on fraud and imposition? We are certain that 
this enlightened country boasts of many truly pious and clear- 
sighted Christians, who can discover the features of ‘ambition 
through the mask of piety, and who will rally round the standard 
of truth, and assist their Jewish brethren in exposing the fallacy 
of the conversion system, But the Jews must make the begin- 
ning among themselves, by inquiring into the root of the disease, 
and the causes which lead Jews to abandon their faith, and for- 
swear their worship and their God. 

Our talented contributor Hertz Ben Pinchas, some time since, 
in an able article headed ‘‘ Apostasy, its Cause and its Cure,” 
commenced that inquiry, and the result was, that ‘ ignorance, 
poverty, and neglected genius,” were the three heads of that 
hydra. Torefresh the memory of our readers, it will be neces- 
sary to repeat the remarkable sentences used by Hertz Ben 
Pinchas on that occasion, with a few comments of our own. First, 


Ignorance, the parent of folly, slays its victim the quickest and 
surest; the match is lighted, the flash appears, and before the sound 
is heard the ball is off—the victim slain. 


Now this evil it is in our power to remedy by education. 
There is sufficient affluence and wealth in the Jewish community 
of England to provide a larger amount of education than we now 
enjoy. The Jews’ Free School might, and no doubt would, extend 
its usefulness if it were better supported. Those who boast of 
the liberality of British Jews will be surprised to learn that there 
are no more than 270 annual subscribers to the Jews’ Free 
School, an establishment so indispensably necessary, that it ought 
to have preference over every other charitable institution; and 
were it not for the liberality of the Rothschild family, that 
institution could hardly be supported. Our ery is, therefore, 
‘* Educate! educate! educate!” and one of the evils will be reme- 


died. Secondly, 


Poverty, that dread disease which tortures ere it slays, which * kills 
by inches,” and twines and coils itself round its victim, now relapsing 
and now compressing its slimy serpentine body, now piercing the body, 
now the mind, here penetrating within a grain of the heart, there 
within a very line of the soul—poverty, which in the world’s eye can 
reduce a giant to a pigmy, poverty can also convert a human being 
into an apostate. 


Need we add anything more to this truism than to remind 
our readers of their imperative duty to afford relief where it is 
needed, and to soothe the pangs of poverty, without prejudice 
against foreigners, or against any situation in which the unhappy 
applicant may have been plunged by circumstances over which he 
had no control? Our cry is, therefore, “ Relieve! relieve! 
relieve!” where you can; and even if you should have been im- 
posed upon in some instances, do not relax, for God gives to all 
of us every day; and do we all deserve his bounty? Are not 
most of us ungrateful to that unwearied Benefactor? Thirdly, 


Neglected Genius.—O how my heart bleeds to think that this also 
should bea grand cause of apostasy! It is a false, flattering, and 
deceitful opinion, that none but illiterate, ignorant, and despicable 
characters leave the pale of Judaism. Let us boldly look truth in the 
face, and the fallacy of such an opinion will glaringly appear. Is Dr. 


- Augustus Neander, the author of the ** Apostolical and Ecclesiastical 


History,” an illiterate Jew? Is the daughter of the great Mendels- 
sohn, and wife of Friedrich Schlegel, an illiterate Jewess? Is Dr. 
Emanuel Veith, Domprediger of St. Stephen's, Vienna, an ignorant 
Jew? ...“There is no genius among the Jews,” exclaims the 
enemy of our race; and the patriotic Jew, indignantly repelling the 
charge, enumerates a long list of glorious and illustrious names. 
Does the glow of enthusiasm still rest upon his cheek when he has 
to conclude with, ‘ All these are of Jewish parents ;” or, “ All these 
were born Jews *" Now would I ask the lover of truth, why not 
conclude with, ‘All these are Jews ?”” The answer, though unpalat- 
able, is nevertheless truth: “ They are of us, but not with us.” 


ti 


It is, indeed, a dreadful truth! a most heart-rending truth! It 
always was, and is yet the misfortune, that Jewish talent and 
genius are not supported by Jews. Ifa Jew applies to many a 
wealthy brother for assistance in the promotion of Jewish talent, 
the application is hardly replied to. There are exceptions to this 
rule; Sir Moses Montefiore, for instance, is an honourable excep- 
tion. But we are pained to say that most of the other wealthy 
Jews treat Jewish talent with contempt, whilst for the purpose of 
shining forth as “ men of letters,” and appending to their names 
F.R.S., and other fashionable titles, they liberally respond to the 
appeals of non-Israelites. 

Our impartial summing up, therefore, is in accordance with 
Hertz Ben Pinchas. Educate the ignorant, relieve the poor, 
encourage Jewish genius and-talent, and you will annihilate the 
“London Society,” and every other scheme for thinning our 
ranks and for the aggrandisement of hypocrisy; in fact, you will 
supply the antidote to all conversion efforts. 


| ' Edinburgh New Phil. Journal for Jan, and April, 1848. Vol. xliv. 


ON THE CONNECTION OF THE ANCIENT EGYPTIAN 
AND THE HEBREW CALENDERS IN THE DATES OF 
THE FIRST PASSOVER. 

A xnuMerovs meeting of the Syro-Egyptian Society took place 

on ‘Tuesday Evening, the 12th inst., on which occasion an 

interesting paper on the above subject, written by Miss Fanny 

Corbaux, was read. 


Miss Corbaux began by exhibiting a comparative view of the pecu- 
liarities characterising the ancient kgyptian and Hebrew divisions of 
the year and months; shewing various grounds for suspecting the 
Hebrews, while in Egypt, to have used and ‘become familiar with the 
Egyptian style, some features of which they retained in their civil 
reckoning, when, after the Exodus, they resumed the primitive patri- 
archal method of opening the sacred year in spring, and of dividing 
the months strictly by the changes of the moon. The name of the 
month Abib, mentioned by Moses, is actually identical with that of 
the eleventh Egyptian month; and as the Egyptian months were sym- 
metrical divisions of thirty days, independent of the lunar changes, 
Miss Corbaux proceeded to explain how she had subjected the 
hypothesis that the dates of the first Passover might be Egyptian, to 
a decisive astronomical test, by ascertaining the moon’s age at the 
passage of the Red Sea from the hour of the tides. 

Miss Corbaux exhibited a map of the land of Goshen, on which 
was traced the route of the Israelites from Rameses to the passage ; 
shewing the physical geography of this now desert district, restored 
to its primitive condition, as it was three thousand years ago—at 
which time it appears, from her geographical researches on the subject,’ 
that there existed along the valley of the aucient Red Sea canal, a 
frontier branch of the Nile, on the banks of which were situated all 
the Egyptian cities that Mr. Sharpe, in his “ History of Egypt,” has 
suggested, on sound etymological grounds, to be identical with the 
Mosaic stations of— 


Rameses Etham ‘ 
{ Succoth om Hiroth Baal-zephon 
Heliopolis LSe ne houm olis S 
Beth Shemesh | Patumos 00] pe 


The last station, Baal-zephon, being then on the sea, which formed an 
inner gulf, extending more than thirty-five miles further inland than 
the present gulf of Suez. 

The whole line of the outward march being thus ascertained at 
about eighty geographical miles, shows, that if the Israclites left 
Rameses on the 15th, and marched about fourteen miles a day, on the 
evening beginning the 21st day of the month, they would have reached 
the site of the passage—a neck of the ancient gulf, about two miles 
broad, situated fourteen miles to the north of Suez;—and, after resting 
for the night, could have made the passage before the end of the next 
“ morning watch,” in course of which (i. e., between three and six 
o'clock) the Egyptians were overthrown, 

Miss Corbaux vindicated her adoption of a line of argument drawn 
from natural phenomena, by shewing most clearly that there is nothing 
in the account of Moses to imply that the laws of nature were suspended 
in this miracle. She shewed, by a section of the spot, that its local 
structure is such as to admit of the event by the joint action of the 
tides and of an unusually powerful contrary wing, without such a sus- 
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sualities. The men might, perhaps, have played at chess.' But 
gradually literature began to take a share in parody. Ingenious 
men, who might have produced something more useful, wasted too 
much of their talent on jest and witticisms in the shape of paro- 
dies for the entertainment of the public. Jewish humourists 
began to parody the Talmud, as the Christian humourists of 
the middle ages did with the mysteries of the New Testament. 

The most ancient work of this kind is DD N30 (Treatise 
Purim), by the celebrated and learned Kalonymus ben Kalony- 
mus, who lived, between 1290 and 1350,? in Spain and Italy. 
Several editions of it are found in the Bodleian library. This 
work, which is, as we have said, the most ancient of its kind, is 
also the most ingenious, and ranks high above the mysteries 
which amused the Christian world of the middle ages. 

The number of these parodies gradually increased. Even the 
festival prayers (D°D1'D), etc., were parodied. The latest produc- 
tion of this kind is the one now under review. The venerable 
author, Dr. Sommerhausen, whom the literary world has long 
since acknowledged as the most ingenious epigrammatic writer of 
the modern age,* has made the lovers of Hebrew a very agree- 
able present in the little book before us. We may confidently 
assert that those who are versed in Hebrew literature will derive 
much entertainment from its perusal, and we should be glad if 
these few words were to attract the attention of our readers to so 
clever a performance as the ‘‘ Hagada for Purim.” 


Oxford, Leorotp Dukes. 


ur Sy) 
soya or Spy nay 


ZEDNER. 


PraGue.—A society has recently been formed here by Jews 
for the purpose of assisting poor emigrants to America, without 
distinction of creed. 


Vienna.— We are informed that the minister, Dr. Bach, 
has recently given another proof of his determination to carry 
out the Jewish Emancipation Act to the fullest extent. A Jew 
having bought a piece of ground at Griitz, for the purpose of 
building an hotel, and meeting with great opposition from the 
corporation, applied to the Minister of the Interior, who offered 
him a piece of ground belonging to government, with the remark, 
‘** The state is willing to give a good example to the corporation.” 


' The game of chess appears to have been very celebrated among the 
ancient Jews. The famous Abraham ben Ezra wrote a very fine poem 
thereon, which was translated into Latin by Thomas Hyde, and into Spanish 
by Rodriguez de Castro (in his ‘ Bibliotheca Rabbinica Espanolo”). There 
is one in Hebrew, by Jacob Eichenbaum, of Odessa; and there is one in the 
Oxford library, on the same game, by Solomon Masal Tob, who lived at 
Constantinople, in the 16th century. 

. age has writtea a very learned notice of this celebrated author and his 
works. 

* A collection of epigrams, by Dr. Sommerhausen, appeared some years 
ago, under the title of ow ‘yn (sharp arrows), which are partly translations 
of epigrams in other languages, and partly originally composed in Hebrew. 


Herr SIEHROWSKY, a Jew, Secretary of the Northern Aus- 
trian Railway, has been made a citizen of Vienna, being the first 
Jew admitted to that privilege. 


FrANKForT.—Dr. Emden, a Jew, has been elected one of the 


secretaries to the new Legislative Assembly, recently renewed 
here. 


Baron Rotuscuitp tHE Lonpon Exvection.—Pur- 
suant to the Act 11 and 12 Victoria, c. 98, to amend the law for 
the trial of election petitions, notice has been given that a Select 
Committee, to try and determine the matter of the petition com- 
plaining of an undue election and return for the City of London, 
will be chosen by the General Committee of Elections on Tuesday, 
the Sth day of March, at 3 o'clock in the afternoon, in Committee 
Room, letter A., of the House of Commons. All parties interested 
are directed to attend the said General Committee of Elections 
by themselves, their counsel, or agents, at the time and place 
above mentioned. 


THE MINIATURE. 
I've gazed on thee until I’ve thought 
Thy mimic traits were life ; 
Of dreamy vision still the sport, 
Those tints with sense seem'd rife. 


I've fancied in that hazel eye 
I've seen the starting tear, 

And thro’ those parting lips a sigh 
Could Fancy almost hear. 


At other times a smile could trace, 
As mirth were lurking nigh, 

And laughter wrinkling on thy face, 
As seen in years gone by. , 


And yet again I've gazed on thee, 
That face was calm and mild, 
As, lost in thoughtful reverie, 
Thy soul were wand’ring wild. 
I've mark'd in thee each changing mood, 
As in her young face fair, | 
But anger ne'er saw on thee brood, 
Nor aught unkind dwell there. 


So by the painter's art may be 
Full oft deceived the mind, 
As frequent in a picture we 
Our mood’s reflection find. 


And so it ever is in life ; 
Events oft yield us pain, 
When sorrow in the heart is rife, 
And there holds gloomy reign, 


The same events would glad our hearts, 
At other times annoy ; 

So care or bliss its tinge imparts, 
And yields or grief or joy. 

Thus many things we look upon 
At times seem sad or bright ; 

For mortal minds, as heaven’s sun, 


Dark objects can make light. 
Frep. Barnett. 


— 


Fort Wayne.—Inpviana.—It affords us much pleasure to 
learn that the congregation lately established in this remote region 
is in a highly-flourishing condition, and that, owing to the inde- 
fatigable industry of its founders, with but ten resident families, 
they have been enabled to purchase a burial-ground, at @ cost of 
400 dollars, have engaged a competent Chasan, Shochet, and 
Moel, and are entirely out of debt.—Asmonean. 


CaLirorniA.—The cry is still en avant! 
steamer, which left New York on Thursday, Jan. 24th, took, 
amidst its crowd of passengers, a large number of Israelites. We 
do not recollect in our experience the departure of any vessel when 
we saw the quay so lined with members of the faith, each hurry- 


The Cherokee 


ing and crowding to join in the heart-stirring shout with which 


‘ 
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one in whose veins flows Jewish blood can behold these helpless 
children, these tools in the hands of cunning hirelings, without 
deep sorrow and lamentation. And does it not behove the Jews 
of England, as a body, to unite all their efforts for suppressing a 
scheme founded on fraud and imposition? We are certain that 


this enlightened country boasts of many truly pious and clear- — 


sighted Christians, who can discover the features of ambition 
through the mask of piety, and who will rally round the standard 
of truth, and assist their Jewish brethren in exposing the fallacy 
of the conversion system. But the Jews must make the begin- 


ning among themselves, by inquiring into the root of the disease, | 


and the causes which lead Jews to abandon their faith, and for- 
swear their worship and their God. 

Our talented contributor Hertz Ben Pinchas, some time since, 
in an able article headed “ Apostasy, its Cause and its Cure,” 
commenced that inquiry, and the result was, that ‘ignorance, 
poverty, and neglected genius,’ were ithe three heads of that 
hydra. To refresh the memory of our readers, it will be neces- 
sary to repeat the remarkable sentences used by Hertz Ben 
Pinchas on that occasion, with a few comments of our own. First, 


Ignorance, the parent of folly, slays its victim the quickest and 
surest; the match is lighted, the flash appears, and before the sound 
is heard the ball is off—the victim slain. 


Now this evil it is in our power to remedy by education. 
There is sufficient affluence and wealth in the Jewish community 
of England to provide a larger amount of education than we now 
enjoy. The Jews’ Free School might, and no doubt would, extend 
its usefulness if it were better supported. Those who boast of 
the liberality of British Jews will be surprised to learn that there 
are no more than 270 annual subscribers to the Jews’ Free 
School, an establishment so indispensably necessary, that it ought 
to have preference over every other charitable institution; and 
were it not for the liberality of the Rothschild family, that 
institution could hardly be supported. Our cry is, therefore, 
‘* Educate! educate! educate!” and one of the evils will be reme- 


died. Secondly, 


Poverty, that dread disease which tortures ere it slays, which ‘ kills 
by inches,” and twines and coils itself round its victim, now relapsing 
and now compressing its slimy serpentine body, now piercing the body, 
now the mind, here penetrating within a grain of the heart, there 


within a very line of the soul—poverty, which in the world’s eye can | 
reduce a giant to a pigmy, poverty can also convert a human being | 


into an apostate. 


Need we add anything more to this truism than to remind 
our readers of their imperative duty to afford relief where it is 
needed, and to soothe the pangs of poverty, without prejudice 
against foreigners, or against any situation in which the unhappy 
applicant may have been plunged by. circumstances over which he 
had no control? Our cry is, therefore, “ Relieve! relieve! 
relieve!” where you can; and even if you should have been im- 
posed upon in some instances, do not relax, for God gives to all 
of us every day; and do we all deserve his bounty? Are not 
most of us ungrateful to that unwearied Benefactor? Thirdly, 


Neglected Genius.—O how my heart bleeds to think that this also 
should be a grand cause of apostasy ! 


deceitful opinion, that none but illiterate, ignorant, and despicable 


face, and the fallacy of such an opinion will glaringly appear. Is Dr. 
Augustus Neander, the author of the * Apostolical and Ecclesiastical 
History,” an illiterate Jew? Is the daughter of the great Mendels- 
sohn, and wife of Friedrich Schlegel, an illiterate Jewess? Is Dr. 
Emanuel Veith, Domprediger of St. Stephen’s, Vienna, an ignorant 
Jew? ... “There is no genius among the Jews,” exclaims the 
enemy of our race; and the patriotic Jew, indignantly repelling the 
charge, enufnerates a long list of glorious and illustrious names. 
Does the glow of enthusiasm still rest upon his cheek when he has 
to conclude with, ‘ All these are of Jewish parents ;” or, “ All these 
were born Jews?” Now would I ask the lover of truth, why not 
conclude with, ‘All these are Jews ?” The answer, though unpalat- 
able, is nevertheless truth: “* They are of us, but not with us.” 


It is, indeed, a dreadful truth! a most heart-rending truth! It 


always was, and is yet the misfortune, that Jewish talent and 


genius are not supported by Jews. Ifa Jew applies to many a 
wealthy brother for assistance in the promotion of Jewish talent, 
the application is hardly replied to. There are exceptions to this 
rule; Sir Moses Montefiore, for instance, is an honourable excep- 
tion. But we are pained to say that most of the other wealthy 
Jews treat Jewish talent with contempt, whilst for the purpose of 
shining forth as “ men of letters,” and appending to their names 
F.R.S., and other fashionable titles, they liberally respond to the 
appeals of non-Israelites. 

Our impartial summing up, therefore, is in accordance with 
Hertz Ben Pinchas. Educate the ignorant, relieve the poor, 
encourage Jewish genius and talent, and you will annihilate the 
“London Society,” and every other scheme for thinning our 
ranks and for the aggrandisement of hypocrisy; in fact, you will 
supply the antidote to all conversion efforts. ; 


ON THE CONNECTION OF THE ANCIENT EGYPTIAN 
AND THE HEBREW CALENDERS IN THE DATES OF 
THE FIRST PASSOVER. 

A nuMeRovs meeting of the Syro-Egyptian Society took place 


on Tuesday Evening, the 12th inst., on which occasion an 


~ 


interesting paper on the above subject, written by Miss Fanny 
Corbaux, was read. 


Miss Corbaux began by exhibiting a comparative view of the pecu- 
liarities characterising the ancient kgyptian and Hebrew divisions of 
the year and months; shewing various grounds for suspecting the 
Hebrews, while in Egypt, to have used and become familiar with the 
Egyptian style, some features of which they retained in their civil 
reckoning, when, after the Exodus, they resumed the primitive patri- 
archal method of opening the sacred year in spring, and of dividing 
the months strictly by the changes of the moon. The name of the 
month Abib, mentioned by Moses, is actually identical with that of 
the eleventh Egyptian month; and as the Egyptian months were sym- 


_ metrical divisions of thirty days, independent of the lunar changes, 


Miss Corbaux proceeded to explain how she had subjected the 
hypothesis that the dates of the first Passover might be Egyptian, to 


| a decisive astronomical test, by ascertaining the moon’s age at the 


It is a false, flattering, and | 


Let us boldly look truth in the | 


passage of the Red Sea from the hour of the tides. 

Miss Corbaux exhibited a map of the land of Goshen, on which 
was traced the route of the Israelites from Rameses to the passage ; 
shewing the physical geography of this now desert district, restored 
to its primitive condition, as it was three thousand years ago—at 
which time it appears, from her geographical researches on the subject,’ 
that there existed along the valley of the aucient Red Sea canal, a 
frontier branch of the Nile, on the banks of which were situated all 
the Egyptian cities that Mr. Sharpe, in his “ History of Egypt,” has 
suggested, on sound etymological grounds, to be identical with the 
Mosaic stations of— 


Etham 
Thoum 
Patumos 
The last station, Baal-zephon, being then on the sea, which formed an 
inner gulf, extending more than thirty-five miles further inland than 
the present gulf of Suez. 

The whole line of the outward march being thus ascertained at 
about eighty geographical miles, shows, that if the Israelites left 
Rameses on the 15th, and marched about fourteen miles a day, on the 
evening beginning the 21st day of the month, they would have reached 
the site of the passage—a neck of the ancient gulf, about two miles 
broad, situated fourteen miles to the north of Suez;—and, after resting 
for the night, could have made the passage before the end of the next 
‘morning watch,” in course of which (i. e., between three and six 
o'clock) the Egyptians were overthrown, 

Miss Corbaux vindicated her adoption of a line of argument drawn 
from natural phenomena, by shewing most clearly that there is nothing 
in the account of Moses to imply that the laws of nature were suspended 
in this miracle. She shewed, by a section of the spot, that its local 
structure is such as to admit of the event by the joint action of the 
tides and of an unusually powerful contrary wing, without such a sus- 


Rameses 
Heliopolis 


Hiroth Baal-zephon 
Beth Shemesh 


Hyroopolis Serapeum. 


' Edinburgh New Phil, Journal for Jan, and April, 1848. Vol. xliv. 
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sualities. The men might, perhaps, have played at chess.'! But 
gradually literature began to take a share in parody. Ingenious 
men, who might have produced something more useful, wasted too 
much of their talent on jest and witticisms in the shape of paro- 
dies for the entertainment of the public. Jewish humourists 
began to parody the Talmud, as the Christian humourists of 
the middle ages did with the mysteries of the New Testament. 

The most ancient work of this kind is DD N3DD (Treatise 
Purim), by the celebrated and learned Kalonymus ben Kalony- 
mus, who lived, between 1290 and 1350,? in Spain and Italy. 
Several editions of it are found in the Bodleian library. This 
work, which is, as we have said, the most ancient of its kind, is 
also the most ingenious, and ranks high above the mysteries 
which amused the Christian world of the middle ages. 

The number of these parodies gradually increased. Even the 
festival prayers (D°D1'D), etc., were parodied. The latest produc- 
tion of this kind is the one now under review. The venerable 
author, Dr. Sommerhausen, whom the literary world has long 
since acknowledged as the most ingenious epigrammatic writer of 
the modern age,* has made the lovers of Hebrew a very agree- 
able present in the little book before us. We may confidently 
assert that those who are versed in Hebrew literature will derive 
much entertainment from its perusal, and we should be glad if 
these few words were to attract the attention of our readers to so 
clever a performance as the ‘“‘ Hagada for Purim.” 


Oxford, Leorotp Dukes. 


arr Sy) 


ZEDNER. 


PraGue.—A society has recently been formed here by Jews 
for the purpose of assisting poor émigrants to America, without 
distinction of creed. 


Vienna.— We are informed that the minister, Dr. Bach, 
has recently given another proof of his determination to carry 
out the Jewish Emancipation Act to the fullest extent. A Jew 
having bought a piece of ground at Griitz, for the purpose of 
building an hotel, and meeting with great opposition from the 
corporation, applied to the Minister of the Interior, who offered 
him a piece of ground belonging to government, with the remark, 
‘«* The state is willing to give a good example to the corporation.” 


' The game of chess appears to have been very celebrated among the 
ancient Jews. The famous Abraham ben Ezra wrote a very fine poem 
thereon, which was translated into Latin by Thomas Hyde, and into Spanish 
by Rodriguez de Castro (in his ‘‘ Bibliotheca Rabbinica Espanolo”). There 
is one in Hebrew, by Jacob Eichenbaum, of Odessa; and there is one in the 
Oxford library, on the same game, by Solomon Masal Tob, who lived at 
Constantinople, in the 16th century. 

? — has writtea a very learned notice of this celebrated author and his 
WOrks. 

* A collection of epigrams, by Dr. Sommerhausen, appeared some years 
ago, under the title of o'mow ‘yn (sharp arrows), which are partly translations 
of epigrams in other languages, and partly originally composed in Hebrew. 


Herr SIEHROWSKY, a Jew, Secretary of the Northern Aus- 
trian Railway, has been made a citizen of Vienna, being the first 
Jew admitted to that privilege. 


FrRANKForT.—Dr. Emden, a Jew, has been elected one of the 


secretaries to the new Legislative Assembly, recently renewed 
here. 


Baron AND THE Lonpvon 
suant to the Act 11 and 12 Victoria, c. 98, to amend the law for 
the trial of election petitions, notice has been given that a Select 
Committee, to try and determine the matter of the petition com- 
plaining of an undue election and return for the City of London, 
will be chosen by the General Committee of Elections on Tuesday, 
the 5th day of March, at 3 o'clock in the afternoon, in Committee 
Room, letter A., of the House of Commons. All parties interested 
are directed to attend the said General Committee of Elections 
by themselves, their counsel, or agents, at the time and place 
above mentioned. 


THE MINIATURE. 


I've gazed on thee until I’ve thought 
Thy mimic traits were life ; 

Of dreamy vision still the sport, 
Those tints with sense seem'd rife. 


I've fancied in that hazel eye 
I've seen the starting tear, 

And thro’ those parting lips a sigh 
Could Fancy almost hear. 


At other times a smile could trace, 
As mirth were lurking nigh, 

And laughter wrinkling on thy face, 
As seen in years gone by. 


And yet again I've gazed on thee, 
That face was calm and mild, 

As, lost in thoughtful reverie, 
Thy soul were wand'’ring wild. 


I've mark'd in thee each changing mood, 
As in her young face fair, 
But anger ne'er saw on thee brood, 
Nor aught unkind dwell there. 
So by the painter's art may be 
Full oft deceived the mind, 
As frequent in a picture we 
Our mood’s reflection find. 
And so it ever is in life ; 
Events oft yield us pain, 
When sorrow in the heart is rife, 
And there holds gloomy reign, 
The same events would glad our hearts, 
At other times annoy ; 
So care or bliss its tinge imparts, 
And yields or grief or joy. 
Thus many things we look upon 
At times seem sad or bright ; 
For mortal minds, as heaven’s sun, 


Dark objects can make light. 
Frepv. Baryetr. 


Forr Wayne.—Inpiana.—lIt affords us much pleasure to 
learn that the congregation lately established in this remote region 
is in a highly-flourishing condition, and that, owing to the inde- 
fatigable industry of its founders, with but ten resident families, 
they have been enabled to purchase a burial-ground, at a cost of 
400 dollars, have engaged a competent Chasan, Shochet, and 
Moel, and are entirely out of debt.—Asmonean. 


CALIFORNIA.—The cry is still en avant! The Cherokee 
steamer, which left New York on Thursday, Jan. 24th, took, 
amidst its crowd of passengers, a large number of Israelites. We 
do not recollect in our experience the departure of any vessel when 
we saw the quay so lined with members of the faith, each hurry- 


ing and crowding to join in the heart-stirring shout with which 


"7 
i} 
| 
| 
| 
| | 
| 
Al 
ts 
} 
| 
| 
‘34 
| 
| 
| 
| i 
4 
| 
| 
4 
j 
| 
| 
| 
| 4 
| if 
: fy 


160 JEWISH CHRONICLE. 


many thousand spectators hailed the casting-off of the steamer, 
seeking thereby to cheer the dispirited and incite the hardy on 
their bold adventure.—Asmonean. 


OBITUARY. 


Died, on the 10th of February, Mr. Moses Nathan, late of the Old Kent- 
road, aged eighty-five years. ' 


TO CORRESPONDENTS. 

a= Correspondents are respectfully informed that no notice can be taken 
of Communications unleéss privete/y authenticated. 

“ N. Defries,” “ Aaron” (Birmingham), and other communications, are un- 
avoidably deferred till our next. 

‘+ Vindicatus” is thanked for calling our attention to the publication in ques- 
tion, but we deem it superfluous to reply to the mystecisms of the 

journal alluded to. 


Hospital, Mile End. 


HE Governors are desirous to apprentice a well-conducted and fairly- 


educated youth, aged 16 years. Apply to Mr. Howe, Superintendent, 
at the House. 


— 


The House Conymittee of the Jews’ Hospital are open to receive Tenders 
for the supply of Fustian and Cloth Clothing (about 120 Suits). Form of 
Tender and particulars to be had on application to the Superintendent, at 
the House, Mile End-road, any day (Saturday excepted) between 12 and 2. 


West London Synagogue of British Jews. 
L£xtract from Minute- Book. 
T a Meeting of the Council of Founders, held on the 17th of June, 1849, 
it was resolved— 
‘* That the cordial thanks of the Council of Founders be given to the 
Ladies of the Congregation of the West London Synagogue of British Jews, 


for their liberal contributions towards the decoration of the West London 
Synagogue.” 


West Metropolitan Jewish School. 
256, High Holborn. 
DONATION of Six Pounds, from I. Esq., is thankfully 
acknowledged; that sum being the amount attempted to be exacted 
trom him by the Zoological Society of London, in which they were defeated 
in the County Court. JACOB L. ELKIN, Treasurer. 


Just published, price 2s. 6d. 
DY) PIN -ANITIATION OF YOUTH. 


(ee the Principles of Judaism, adapted for the period of Con- 
firmation, arranged in a Catechetical form. By the Rev. B. H. Asner. 

Published for the Author by 8. Solomon, 5, Houndsditch; and to be had 
of the Author, 17, Bury-street, St. Mary Axe. 


Diamond Ornaments, 
F EVERY DESCRIPTION, can be obtained on Hire, for Balls, Routes, 
etc., etc., on the most reasonable terms; also a large stock of Gop 
Watcues, Earnines, Stuns, ete., of the very finest quality, at 
M. Van Praagh’s, Wholesale Jeweller, 57, Great Prescot Street, Goodman’s 
Fields, London. 
N.B. Diamonpbs, PEAnts, and all kinds of Precious Stones, Bought, Sold, 


or Exchanged ; and old-fashioned trinkets remounted in the most fashion- 
able style. 


To Linen Drapers and Jewellers. 
ws. a Situation in a Wholesale or Retail Establishment of one of 
| the above branches, by a Young Man of the Jewish persuasion, a 
native of Germany, whose chief object is to improve his knowledge of the 
English Language and made of conducting business, and to whom Salary is 
of minor consideration. No objection to a Situation in the Country. The 
most unquestionable references can be given. Address, M.B., Jewish 


Chronicle Office, 24, Houndsditch. 
Wanted, 


JEWESS, as Cook and Housekeeper, where there is no family. Address, 
A H., No.3, Minories, Aldgate. ; 


To Tailors’ Salesmen. 
ANTED, several respectable Young Men, as Salesmen, in the Read 
\ V made and Bespoke Departments. Apply, any morning at 10 o'clock, 
- Hyam and Co., Merchant Tailors, Clothiers, and Outfitters, 86, Oxford- 


A Case of Heartrending Distress. 
OUIS KEYZOR, residing at No. 20, Bell-lane, Spitalfields, is a Diamond 
Cutter and Polisher, and has worked for Posno of Amsterdam. The 
French Revolution of 1848 threw him out of work, and he went to the 
United States to seek employment. Not succeeding, he came to London ; 
but misfortune overtook him, and being unable to procure work, he is, with 
a Wife and Five Children, reduced to a state of Destitution AND STARVATION, 
The family have been living, during the present inclement season, on 3s. per 
week, earned by two of the daughters as fur-sewers. The DREADFUL CIRCUM- 
sTANcES into which this ‘ndustrious family is plunged became known through 
the instrumentality of the landlady of the house, who, having missed the 
family for two or three days, went up into their room, and discovered that 
for TWO DAYS NOT ONE OF THE FAMILY HAD TASTED Food! They had not a bed 
to lie on, and some benevolent person presented them with a horse-rug, 
which is their only apology for a bed. The Ladies’ Benevolent Visiting 
Society, on being made acquainted with the circumstances of this distressing 
case, immediately granted them temporary relief, which has also been accorded 
them by the humane poor of the neighbourhood. 

The poor man states, that if he and his family could but reach Amster- 
dam, he would be enabled to procure work, and to provide for his wife and 
children. To raise funds for this purpose, the Donations of the Benevolent 
will be thankfully received and duly acknowledged by— 

Rev. B. H. Asher, 17, Bury-street, Bevis Marks; Mr. Lindenthal, New 
Synagogue, Great St. Helen’s; Mr. Samuel Solomon, 5, Houndsditch, and 
at the Office of the Jewish Chronicle, 24, Houndsditch. 

N.B. Left-off wearing apparel for the use of the family will be thankfully 
received. 

Subscriptions already received— 


| Mrs. S. Cohen, Castle-st., 
Per Jewish Chronicle— 


Houndsditch - 
Mr. Michael Meyers, Great _Mr. A. Spielman, Lombard- 
Alie-street - - 3 street - - 
Mr. Barnett Meyers,Crutch- | Per a Friend— 
ed Friars’ - - - 1 1 O Miss Matilda Solomons - 010 0 
Mrs. Stiebel_ - - 010 6 Mrs. Laurence Myers - 010 0 
Masters Daniel and Jacob _A Friend(per Mr.S. Silva) 0 10 0 
Stiebel - - - 010 6 Mrs.John Wagg” - - 0 5 0 
Mr. Nathan Defries - - 010 6 Mr. JoelEmanuel - ae Se 
Anonymous, Portsea - 010 OAL. - - - 
Humanitas’ - - - 010 O Mr. D. Josephs - 


Mr. Isaac Jacobson, 322, Per Rev. B. 1. Asher— 
Oxford-street (per Mr. Messrs. Fandel and Phillips 
1. Vallentine - - 010 (Tickets) - 

Mr. C. Marks, Alfred-place, | Mr.E.VanGoor~ - 
Bedford-square - - Per Mr L.Lindenthal— 

Mrs. N. H. Solomon, Ham- Mr. Jacob Solomon, Tot- 
mersmith - - hill-street - - 


DEVONSHIRE HOUSE, 

56, Newington Causeway. 

_MYERS (late of 17, Cornhill) begs to inform his Jewish Patrons that 

» he has opened the above Establishment for the sale of the under-men- 
tioned articles, and trusts, by assiduity and attention, in keeping the very 
best articles at the lowest possible prices, to merit their support and poueneee. 
a. d. | 


= 
w 


0 5 0 


Devonshire Cream, twice a Pickled Herrings, very fine,each 0 1} 
Week - - per pint. 2 O Smoked Salmon - perlb. 2 6 
Butters— Best Sweet Oil - perpint 0 9 
Fresh Twice a Week from Myers’ Prince of Wales’ Sauce, 
Devonshire - per Ib. 3 per bottle 1 0 
Ditto, from Aylesbury _,, 2 Best Spanish Olives, per quart 2 6 


Ditto, from Ostend 


1 Green Peas, prepared for table. 
Ditto, ditto - 


0 Pickles, from Cross and Black- 


Very Best Salt - 0  well’s - - per bottle | 0 
Ditto - - - 10 Jams, of every description, 

Cheese, Cheshire - pa 10 per Ib. 0 10 
Ditto, Dutch 6 Smoked Beef 0 10 
Anchovies - 6 Vorsht 0 10 


Eggs, Cucumbers, etc. 

Families called on regularly: West-End, Tuesdays and Fridays; City and 
City Road, Mondays and Thursdays; Southwark, Daily; and all Orders by 
Post punctually attended to by horse and cert. 

Every Description of Article for the ensuing Passover without Extra 
C 


é. 


LEWIS BENJAMIN, DUKE’S PLACE, HOUNDSDITCH, 
ESPECTFULLY informs the Public that he has for sale, during MDD, sup" - 
rior Jamaica Rum, Shrub, Raspberry, &c., and a large assortment of “W'> 
ine, L, B. begs to remind his Friends, that he has the only consignment « f 
Foreign Cordials in England. Arrived a Large Quantity of Kosha Wine, at 24s. 
per dozen. To be had at his Establishment onLy, as above. 


— 


Printed for the Proprietor, Joseph Mitchell, at the Printing Office, Circus Place, London 
Wall, by John Wertheimer, of No. 1, Circus Place, London Wall, and published by 
Edward Ward, 54, Paternoster-row, and may be had at the Jewish Chronicle Office. 
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